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creed. In the event, however, he seems to have applied an almost equal scepticism to both con-tentions, to have left the controversy in the far less able hands of his lieutenants, and to have concen-trated his immense dialectic resources upon the task of preserving the Parliamentary unity of his party. This he did with incredible ingenuity And resource, though at the cost of parting with some old friends.
After 1906, and in what appeared to be a hopeless opposition, he displayed all the inexhaustible courage, tireless energy, and dialectic skill which he had shown as Irish Secretary. In a single session he had dominated a hostile House of Commons. But the final cards, under pressure of men with more enthusiasm than insight, were badly played by forcing the decisive battle on the Budget issue just when Liberalism was failing under th,p weight of its own ineptitude. This decision, I am able to say with knowledge, received an impetus, which in the event proved decisive, from Mr. Joseph Chamberlain at a moment when the opinion of that great man no longer retained its earlier value.
After a time even Lord Balfour's patience was exhausted by the continual attacks of extreme partisanship among his own followers, and he retired from the leadership as the result of a blunder which was not in essence his. He was no doubt recalling his own career when he said at the famous Carlton Club meeting : "It has never been a Conservative principle to abandon a leader : though I concede that it has sometimes been a Conservative practice." He might have added, with historical truth, that it has beenr an almost invariable Conservative practice.
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